
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 10, 2022 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 
 On Tuesday, I will be leaving with on a pilgrimage to Europe for 12 days with one other 
priest (Fr. Chris Decker of Baton Rouge) and 15 other pilgrims. Several members of our parish 
are participants in this pilgrimage, as well as my parents.  
 
 Our trip will begin in Poland where we will visit Krakow, Wadowice (the town where 
Pope St. John Paul II was born), and Auschwitz. We will move on to Vienna, then Prague, and 
then to Germany. In the small town of Oberammergau, we will attend the Passion Play that is 
performed every ten years since it began in 1633. It continues to be offered as a great act of 
thanksgiving to God for sparing the town from the Black Plague. Finally, our pilgrimage will end 
in Munich before returning to these United States. (I’ll try to keep everyone updated throughout 
with pictures on my personal Facebook page: @frjonathanhemelt.) 
 
 Just a couple of notes while I’m gone: Our Mass schedule will remain the same as 
normal; Fr. Jeffrey Montz and Fr. Nile Gross will cover the Masses in my absence. The schedule 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation will change – there will be no weekday times for 
confessions. Saturday afternoon and Sunday evening will be the only two times for confession 
while I’m gone.   
 
 On the weekend that I return (July 23 & 24), our parish will welcome a mission priest 
from the Redemptorists of Warsaw, Poland. During the Masses, he will share with us about the 
mission of his religious community; and we will take up a second collection to support their 
mission. Please help him to feel at home! 
 
 Please keep me and the other pilgrims in your prayers as we journey. Be assured that you 
will remain in my prayers, especially at the altar.  
 
 
        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan 
        jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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